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 COLOSSIANS 1:9-14 

If God is not in it, His signature is still on it. How is it that so often we tend to miss 

the presence of God in all the day to day activities of life? Alexander MacLaren says if we 

could “grasp the fullness of spiritual sustenance which lies in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, let 

him go to work on the basis of the Gospel, and he shall feed in the ways and common 

duties will minister strength to him instead of taking strength from him.”  How great will 

the day be when we see God face to face! But in the mean time would it not be great to see 

God (or His signature, His power, His will, His glory and splendor) in everything we 

experience today? To see what He is doing in rush hour traffic? The Chiefs and the 

Royals? Where else: 

 

 

 Of all the areas we could hope to see God 
better our hope really should be to see God 
in all of His glory in us. Not just you, but us: 
the body of Christ. If God can do so much 
with one person, how much greater a 
reputation and splendor could be seen of 
His good and perfect will on a people who 
are His inheritance?  

In the previous lesson we (Col. 1:5-14) we 
saw that God has willed us to be Qualified as 
His inheritance. If you see that you are 
qualified properly it begs the question: Who 
is it that has qualified us? In this lesson 
we will learn to identify the Savior. And not 
just what He did, but what it means. To 
miss His identity is to forfeit the gracious 
opportunities to know the savior better. And 
that is just the beginning of the problem. I 
believe Blaise Pascal explains the other 
danger: 

Not only do we not know God except 
through Jesus Christ; We do not even 
know ourselves except through Jesus 
Christ.            Blaise Pascal 

Our identity is wrapped up Jesus’ identity. If 

you do not see Him properly you cannot see 

yourself (and anyone else) properly. This is 

why the Gospel is so important to 

understand. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 

Purpose Statement: To encourage the Colossians to continue to ”To dissuade the Colossians 

from substituting stipulations (hard legalism) in place of ‘THE faith’ which qualifies you for a 

share of the allotment.” 

Key Verses: 1:3-5  1:27 2:2-3= 

Side notes of Interests: There is a lot of place language in this epistle. ‘in the heaven’ ‘in the 

light’, etc. 

What is the WILL OF GOD in Colossians: You have been entitled to an allotment in the 

sphere of light. And the implications of that being true. 

BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE BOOK COLOSSIANS 

I. Introduction, Intercessory Prayer Report, Mission Report and Concerns 1:1-2:5 

II. Exhortation and Summary Teaching and Prohibitions 2:6-3:4 

III. Exhortation to Corporate Body Life 3:5-4:1 

IV. Letter Closing 4:2-18 

Major Concern: “Colossian Heresy” A group which may have been from without or within the 

body of believers that taught a philosophy which could have coerced people into holding to 

certain practices (2:18,23), certain beliefs (2:18), and certain standards (2:21.) These beliefs  are 

examples of hard legalism: false teaching which says ‘you have to get/earn/maintain/or get rid 

of these in order to obtain or keep salvation.’ This is not what we were called to, rather this is 

the kind of mentality we were called from. 
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COLOSSIANS 1  

15He is the image of the 

invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation.  

 16For by Him all things were 

created, both in the heavens 

and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or 

authorities--all things have 

been created through Him and 

for Him.  

 17He is before all things, and 

in Him all things hold 

together.  

  

 

WHO IS JESUS AND WHY SHOULD IT MATTER? 

1. The exact   of the invisible God. (vs. 
15a) 

 

 

 

2. The preeminent one over all creation. (vs. 15b) 
 

 

 

 

3. All things were created through and for Him. (vs. 16) 

 

 

 

4. Before all and holds all things together (vs. 17) 

 



 

  4 IDENTIFIED COLOSSIANS 1:15-23  www.holdtotruth.com 

COLOSSIANS SERRIES: QUALIFIED       holdtotruth.com 4 

 

WHO HE IS IN THE CHURCH? [VS. 18-20] 

1. The head of the Body (namely the church) (vs. 18a) 

 

2. The preeminent one among the dead ones. (vs. 18b) 

 

3. The one whom has God’s complete and Good pleasure 
in. This is seen by Jesus: 
a. Fullness of    (this text is one you can use 

to share with others that Jesus is FULLY God and 
FULLY man.) (vs. 19) 

 

b. The means of reconciliation of everything.(vs. 20) 
 

 

c. The one who made peace for all by receiving  
God’s wrath.(vs. 20) 

 

WHO (WERE) ARE YOU? [VS. 21-23] 

1. We WERE Alienated, hostile,  with evil. 
Lit. (YOU Christians were alienated…)(vs. 21) 
 
 

2. Reconciled through a horrific death.(Vs. 22a) 
 
 
 

3. Holy, Blameless, and Beyond Reproach. (vs 22b) 

 

 

4. If (and indeed you will) continue in THE FAITH     
(par excellance.) Paul is talking about the    . 
(vs. 23) 

 

 

COLOSSIANS 1 

18He is also head of the body, the 

church; and He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that He 

Himself will come to have first place in 

everything.  

 19For it was the Father's good pleasure 

for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  

 20and through 

Him to 

reconcile all 

things to 

Himself, having 

made peace 

through the  

blood of His cross; through Him, I say, 

whether things on earth or things in 

heaven.  

 21And although you were formerly 

alienated and hostile in mind, engaged 

in evil deeds,  

 22yet He has now reconciled you in 

His fleshly body through death, in 

order to present you before Him holy 

and blameless and beyond reproach--  

 23if indeed you continue in the faith 

firmly established and steadfast, and 

not moved away from the hope of the 

gospel that you have heard, which was 

proclaimed in all creation under 

heaven, and of which I, Paul, was 

made a minister. 


