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JOHN 1 

1:12 But to all who 

have received him – 

those who believe in 

his name– he has given 

the right to become 

God’s children 1:13 – 

children not born
 
 by 

human parents
 
 or by 

human desire
 
or a 

husband’s
 
decision,

 
but 

by God. 

1:14 Now
 
the Word 

became flesh
 
and took 

up residence
 
among 

us. We
 
saw his glory – 

the glory of the one 

and only,
 
full of grace 

and truth, who came 

from the Father.  

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

 

 

 

WHY DOES IT MATTER /WHAT ABOUT IT HAS CAPTURED YOU? 

 

REACHING TODAYS TEENS 

AND TWENTYSOMETHINGS 

 WITH THE GOSPEL 
Do you remember when learning who Jesus is, was everything to you? That 
moment where the rest of the world fades to black and white and for just a 
moment all that mattered was the fact that you saw God clearly. Do you 
remember that moment? Has that happened today? 

It may seem a little awkward to talk about your own relationship to the grace of 
the Gospel extended to you but it is probably one of the most important points. In 
order to extend the Gospel to others it must be of most importance to you. As a 
matter of fact it cannot just be important it has to be the very essence of your life.  

The nature of this lecture is to discuss a number of key components necessary to 
acknowledge in extending the Gospel to people in a postmodern era. As we 
rekindle the importance of the Gospel we will discuss: 

 The transition of the Western Culture. 
 The impact and effect of this transition on teens and twenty somethings. 
 The perspective of teens and 20s of the church. 
 The implications of how we share the gospel to a postmodern culture. 
 A reminder of the Gospel and immediate application. 

We have the privilege of sharing the only message which implications affect 
people for eternity. It is the truth of the gospel, the grace in the gospel that should 
capture us daily. The life captured by this truth will lead to becoming an affective 
witness. How can you extend eternal truth to capture someone if you have not 
been captured by it yourself?  

The first step in evangelism is to remember (today and forever more) just how 
important the Gospel is to you. 

REKINDLE 
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The culture  
REKINDLE 

 
Culture Shift Necessitates a Paradigm Shift 

CHANGING VIEW 

SECULARIZATION 

It is a mission 

The central feature of 
that outlook assumes 
that this world--the 
material world--is all 
that we have by which 
and for which to live. 
 
R. Zacharias 
www.rzim.org 
 

It’s a new year. You have a clear understanding that God has a desire for you to be involved 

in missions. So you (your family, your small group, your church) will do work in Tibet. Tibet is 

a country you have never been to; not even sure what the capital is. But you have an Isaiah 

kind of relationship with God so you have a desire to go to do the work. Mission work takes a 

kind of preparation and planning. You COULD jump on the next plane to Tibet but there is 

something to be said about being prepared to go. If this was a culture you were not familiar 

with, what types of things would be helpful to ensure our most effective platform for 

presenting the Gospel in our mission to Tibet:  

 

There is a culture shift in America from busters to boomers and boomers to mosaics (1980-

2002 child.) especially due to the transition in social interaction and technology. We tend to 

look at a culture in the same region like the columns to the left on the 12th Street bridge. 

Each one might have different colors but they are essentially the same. We assume that if we 

speak the same language we must have the same culture and thinking. The postmoderm 

culture of teens and twenty somethings embrace many similarities in actions but because of 

the influence of the progression of western culture their thinking is different. The approach 

has to be under this consideration. Two primary problems affect the perspective of the 

postmodern culture: 

1.       PROBLEM  

 

2.        PROBLEM  We assume 
that if we 
speak the 

same 
language we 
must have 
the same 

culture and 
thinking. 
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  DRIFT IN THINKING 

POSTMODERNISM: THE RULE IS THERE IS 
NO RULE,     NO  MEASURE,     NO STANDARDS 

 
 

Classical thought: (Say pre 1500 AD): All is fair, the view 
is God is in Control. 

Modernism (17th-mid 20th Cent): We become pluralized  
(             ) in our thought (we draw multiple 
conclusions and all of them are right) about truth: 
 Autonomous:  
 
 Objective but also Dependent on Technique: 
 

Late Modernism: ‘We can’t figure it all out through 
technique so we’ll look for meaning elsewhere: personal 
freedom, sex, new age, material wealth, etc.’ 

There are two areas of influence in the post modern 
culture. Both of which you fully embrace daily. Consider 
these and the influences they make. 

1.   : 
  
 

2.     : 
 
If this is the mentality of a young person growing up which 
is influenced by the culture? 

Truth Displaced 

Generational Differences 

Post Modern Philosophy 

 “This is how we think” 
 
1. No authority or rule (commandment) 

is absolute. 
 
2. Style is the substance. 

 
3. Morality is superficial unless your 

feelings are hurt. 
 

4. Words are to be deconstructed. The 
meaning is always up for interpretation. 

 

5. Truth and Entertainment are 
synonymous. Image has become reality. 

 

6. Do all you can to achieve your goals. 
 

7.  
 

REKINDLE 

 
A love for Truth 

Boomers 

1943-60 
Me Generation 
Live to Work 
Englightment 
Institutions 
Propositional Truth 
Excellence 
Growth 
Lonely 
Success 
Aggressive 
Hopeful 
Judeo-Christian 
Good jobs 
Easy Rider 
Question Authority 
 
Adapted from Kevin Ford ”My Generation”  
IVP and Dieter Zander Material “The Gospel 
for Generation X” 

Busters 

1961-81 
We Generation 

Work to Live 
Post Modern Worldview 

Relationships 
Relational Truth 

Authenticity 
Community 

Alone 
Wholeness 

Passive 
Cynical 

Moral, Philosophical, relative 
McJobs 

Information Super Highway 
Ignore Authority 
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The Real 
 
Our society is media driven. What used to be the news paper with radio 

and TV following now with the various forms of technology we are now 

measuring truth in kilobytes per second? It is not just the internet in itself 

but the means of obtaining information in broad methods and large 

amounts that makes it difficult to absorb. 

 

MEDIA INFLUENCE 

 Blurs the lines between what is reality and what is make believe. Life 

begins to start looking a lot like what we just saw on tv, cell phones. 

 Redefines the question of meaning and purpose. 

 

MEDIAS EFFECTS 

 WORDVIEW (Personalized) 

o Media permits the creation of one’s own world where by anything 

goes and you can define and redefine yourself as quick as you can 

click the refresh button. 

 

 ABSOLUTE   :  

o “Google sometimes provides fact, and often opinion—but never 

answers.” [‘Google and the End of Wisdom’ Modern Steel 

Construction March 2010 Bob Bachelor]  

o Deep thinking is replaced with a search engine. Click enough you 

will find the answer you like. 

 COMMUNICATION 

o Acronyms, short hand has replaced meaningful conversations.  

o One-click “like” buttons remove identity or need for explanation. 

 

 CHOICE 

o Truth is relative, subjective, and based on emotions. “I think 

(insert your entertainment here) is right because I believe in it.” 

o Holding out in a disagreement is being able to yell the loudest 

and longest. This occurs in the classroom or the street. 

 

 ROLE MODEL 

o No longer is the famous residence in Hollywood the one who wins 

the hearts of followers it is quite possibly the friend down the 

street. 

 

REAL TRUTH TRANSCENDS 
The Real Reality of Media’s Influence 

The media came to seem 
the wrong way round: 
their light was darkness, 
their facts were fancy, 
their documentation 
myth. 
 
 

Malcolm Muggeridge  
Christ and the Media 

 

8 REAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW: 
(adapted from Unchristian by 
David Kinneman) 
1. Jesus Christ lived a sinless life. 
2. God is the all-powerful and 

all-knowing creator of the 
universe: He rules Today. 

3. Salvation is a gift from God 
and cannot be earned. 

4. Satan is real. 
5. Christianity has the 

responsibility to share the 
object truth of the Gospel with 
others 

6. Bible is accurate in all of the 
principles it teaches. 

7. Unchanging moral truth 
exists. 

8. Moral truth is defined by the 
Bible. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE PERSPECTIVE 
I like old buildings. My background is architectural engineering and for me buildings are everything. Most older 
buildings seem to paint a certain perspective about their use (or misuse.) We draw conclusions about buildings, 
areas, etc. based upon their history or how they look. Groups of people are not much different. 
 
As the culture transitions it is necessary for us to be wise with our methodology of presenting the Gospel in such a 
manner that it provides for the best platform for people to learn about Jesus. Truth has become relative 
(postmodernism), their philosophies and conclusions are derived from experiences and perceptions. The Christian 
faith in America in some ways has developed a perception that is really not our intent yet we must be transparent 
about the fact that sometimes it is how we have acted. These perceptions are why walls go up when we attempt to 
engage with them:  
 
WHAT IS THE PERSPECTIVE OF CHRISTINITY 
(derived from UNCHRISTIAN by David Kinnaman and research on www.holdtotruth.com) 

 

PERCEPTIONS 
 We become famous for what we     , rather than 

who we are for. 
 2 Major perceptions of Christians:     and   

  . 
 Small groups associate Christians with words: ‘love, respect, hope, trust’ 
 Word like ‘superficial, antagonistic, depressing’ are also associated with 

Christians. 
  

COMMUNICATION [‘conversation generation’] 
 Unwilling to engage in genuine      
 Seem to more about being right rather than listening and explaining. 
  

 

Why does what we discussed above matter to me? 

 If their perspective is irrelevant to us we have missed their beliefs are wrapped in 

who they believe they are. We are not brick and mortar withstanding the elements, 

we are living stones extending truth and reconciling others to Christ (2 Cor. 5:11-21.) 

 What about Ephesians 4:1-6 (6) 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 4:6 one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. Who is a part of the church? 

 

It is not just myself that I need to be worried about with the outsider’s perspective, I 

need to be concerned with the       and     

who have to fight against these perspective with their peers daily. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’s THE IMPLICATION? 

 

REKINDLE 

 
The Influence 

http://www.holdtotruth.com/
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The City 

Now the Word became flesh and 

took up residence among us. 

The savior, the one whom your whole life has and will depend on, has come in the flesh.  In John 1:12-
14 John shows us that the Gospel is: 

 Grace in the object faith and belief in His name and all that His name means (John 1:12a) 
 Reconciliation through the grace of being a “child of God.” (12b) 
 A gracious gift irrespective of background (v. 13) 
 The greatest example of transcendent divine love. (v. 14a) 
 The fullest extension of truth, grace, and compassion to the lowliest in need (v. 14b) 

Who are the 5 most influential people in your conversion and growth and what did they do? 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
IF WE ARE GOING TO BE SERIOUS ABOUT THE EXTENDING THE GOSPEL  
WE NEED TO SEE WE ARE: 
 

 PRIVILEDGED 
o Faith we do not deserve 
o Father who has given us the right to be called Children of God 
o  

 PRESENT 
o “RELATIONSHIP”- the key word amongst all research of the main constituent of 

extending the Gospel and its implications to others. 
IF THE UNBELIEVER NEEDS THIS TO TRUST, WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO DO: 

 
 

o REAL 
o  

 PROFUNDITY (striving beyond the surface of the Gospel) 
o Depth of our relationship with Christ should push past the “Get Saved” approach. 
o Directed toward the only verb in the Great Commission which is “make disciples.” 
o Devoted to Godly priorities and passions for yourself, which will reflect in the manner 

of presenting the Gospel. Supply thinking, loving, and listening when you realize that is 
what God is doing for you as you read this sentence. 

 PRACTICAL 
o The Gospel is not a truth without application 
o The Gospel is not a message devoid of implication 
o The Gospel is not just a message but the power for transformation. 

 PATIENT and PERSEVERANT 
o ‘Who is adequate for these things?’ (2 Cor. 2:16b)  Are you? 
o Willing to tarry with the unbeliever in their sin until they learn to trust God.  
o Winning one is worth the time. It is our Gospel because we belong to it. 

 

 “They(youth/young 
adults) don’t want to be 
whipped into a state of 
emotionalism and reliance 
on faith. Only one-quarter 
of outsiders said they are 
looking for a faith that 
helps them connect 
with God. 

David Kinnaman 
 Unchristian p.73 
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4 LONGINGS OF MOST POSTMODERNS: 
 

1. AUTHENTICITY: Not a “Jesus is Lord and everything is fine under the sun now” type of 
testimony. But a real truthful unpacking through word and experience with all the flaws that 
we experience in life. 

2. COMMUNITY: Why do Twenties and Teens hang out with their friends most? Because that is 
their community 

3. LACK OF DOGMATICS: Absolutes in vacuums are not easily embraced. 
4. MUSIC: The core of their worship. 
5. DIVERSITY: Gender and race lines are beginning to blur. 

 
5 THRESHOLDS OF POSTMODERN CONVERSION 
(adapted from Doug Schaupp of IVCF Evangelism at UCLA) 

 
1. Grow to trust a Christian or the incarnational evangelism structure 
2. Become curious about God/Jesus/Christianity/Meaning of Life 
3. Become consciously open to changing their mind about life and God. Willing to verbalize a 

felt need for something else. 
4. Begin to consciously seek for God. 
5. Cross the line and become a follower of Jesus. 

 
 
KEY QUESTIONS AT THE BASE OF EVERY PERSON: 
 

1. ORIGIN: Who am I? How did I get here? 
2. MEANING: What really matters? What does anything mean? What is real? 
3. PURPOSE: What am I here for? What are we here for? 
4. DESTINY: What will this mean? 

 
 
They are searching for people who will display a seeable, costly love and care for them without ulterior 
motives. It is absolutely stunning how many people, even if they enjoy outward “success” and access to 
large sums of money, are lonely. Even in a crowd, they can live lives of quiet desperation. 

The Mark of Jesus- Timothy George and John Woodbridge 

REKINDLE 

 
The Relationship 
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The Gospel 

BEING INTENTIONAL ABOUT THE GOSPEL 
 

 PRAYER: Tell God about your insecurities, your desire, hopes.  

 

 

 CULTIVATE RELATIONSHIPS: There is no script, there is no system. Recall you are introducing to 

someone the person who you derive your very meaning for living from.  

 

 LOOK AND LISTEN for the barn doors of common grace to walk through.  

 

FIELD SURVEY OF 15 MALE TEENS AGES 12-17 

 
INTERESTS 

BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL, TRACK, BASEBALL, VIDEO 
GAMES, GOING TO THE MALL, EAT, EAT,EAT, PARTY, 
WHERE GIRLS ARE, RETREATS/CAMPS, WORKING OUT 

Where is the best place for your 
friends to learn about Jesus? 

Not in church, at ‘teen’ church events, camps, etc. 
Basketball, out playing sports’ 

Number that had attempt to share 
the Gospel with others? 

13 of 15 

Number that  seen their friends 
come into a relationship with 
Christ? 

2 

Explanation for why they had not 
been effective? 

Their parents won’t let them come. ‘They are too good to 
come to church.’ We are not the best example. Various 
religions 

 
 REMEMBER that you were at one time just as lost as they are. Blessed are the meek… 

 TALK about the catfish, gas prices, basketball, and food. 

 BUILD an AUTHENTIC community with them and connect them to other Christians who are willing to 

be honest about our dishonesty, inability to forgive, their failures and successes. 

 DEPTH brings about the Curiosity. Give them more of ‘come see a man’ and they will want to know 

more about why they are lacking this relationship. 
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REKINDLE NOW: 
IT IS YOUR TURN TO REKINDLE THE GOSPEL 
 What can you (or you and your church) do to TANGIBLY reach a teen or twentysomething in your community, 
on your block, at your job, in your house, or even in the facility you attend on Sundays in the next 2 weeks? 
 

1. Who is he/she or who are they? 
 
 

2. What do you need to pray about? 
 
 

3. What do you need to find out? 
 
 

4. Who/what resources can you access to help you connect and build the relationship? What is it going to 
take to get them to trust you?  
 
 

5. What are you going to have to deny (Luke 9:23) in order to advance the Gospel. 
 

 
 

6. What is your objective? 
a. I want them to know the same savior that I know in as intimate level as I say I have with Him also. 
b.  

 
 

7. What is your plan? (Be specific) 
 
 
 
 

8. What are the possibilities? What are all the possibilities that God could do through this engagement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(WE Will be praying for you efforts drop by http://holdtotruth.com/2011/03/15/light/ and read 

others current efforts and post an update on your partnership in advancing the Gospel. Or send me 
an email at delanojsheffield@gmail.com. 
 

REKINDLE 

 
The Gospel 

http://holdtotruth.com/2011/03/15/light/
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The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore beseech the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into His harvest    - 

Luke 10:2b 

REKINDLE 

 
The Gospel 

For additional references 
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2008.  
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Dyck, Drew. Generation Ex-Christian: Why Young Adults Are Leaving the Faith-- and How to Bring Them 

Back. Chicago: Moody, 2010.  
George, Timothy, and John D. Woodbridge. The Mark of Jesus: Loving in a Way the World Can See. S.I.: 

S.n., 200-.  
Groothuis, Douglas R. Truth Decay: Defending Christianity against the Challenges of Postmodernism. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000. 
Kinnaman, David, and Gabe Lyons. Unchristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks about Christianity-- 
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SURF: 
HOLD TO TRUTH- www.holdtotruth.com  

Keyword Search: truth, postmodernism, evangelism 
 
Be thinking: www.bethinking.org 
Intervarsity/IVP Evangelism: http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism/ 
CS Lewis Institute: http://www.cslewisinstitute.org/apologeticEvangelism/resources3.htm 
NET Bible Resources: www.bible.org     

http://bible.org/seriespage/way-things-ought-be-postmodernism-and-question-reality 
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