
 

  

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G  
Careful thoughts about thinking 

WHAT IS WRONG  
WITH  

 
THIS PICTURE? 

CRITICAL QUESTIONS 
- What is today’s date? 
- Can fish close their eyes and sleep? 
- Can you change a dollar into 50 coins? 
- What can you buy in the store for less than $1.05? 
- What is true? What are you doing with the life that has been granted to you? 

 
 
 
 

WHAT IS CRITICAL THINKING ALL ABOUT? 
When the questions are no longer rhetorical 

 
TEXTBOOK PUT-YOU-TO-SLEEP DEFINIITION: 
Critical thinking is the process of using reasoning to discern what is true, and what is false, in a 
postmodern relativistic world. It involves using logic and determining logical fallacies; separating facts 
from opinions, being fair and open minded, not dismissing anything without examination, questioning, 
and self-regulation.  
 
 
DOWN TO EARTH DEFINITION; 
Asking who?, what?, when?, where?, how?, and why? and staying there until the answers make sense. 
 
At the core of being intentional and critical thinking is the question: What is True? 
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CRITICAL THINKING: WHY DOES IT MATTER? 
 Economy   
 Problem Solving / Creativity 
 Self-Reflection 
 Communication 

   Critical thinking seeks to increase your 
 Knowledge, Comprehension, Accuracy, Precision, 

Relevance, Consistency 
 

HINDRANCES? 
What is keeping me from thinking more effectively? 

 
 POSTMODERNISM, MEDIA AND COMMERCIALISM 

o Symbols replace truth “obey your thirst” 
o Your perception on life is shaped mostly by media 

 Egocentrism: It is all about me. 
 Assumptions/Stereotypes 
 Relativism: I believe this is true but you do not have to. 
 Wishful thinking: Gates is giving away a million if  …  

 

BE INTENTIONAL: LIVING THE EXAMPLE 
 

BE THE: 
 Disciplined Thinker: Think harder and try to answer “What is the truth? 
 Reading Thinker: Read more, read challenging material. 

READ EVERYTHING AND PAY ATTENTION 
 

 Intentional Thinker: Think careful and be mindful that being intentional means everything 
matters to some degree. 
 Balanced Thinker: Weighing all things while having accountability. Use your parents, 

guardians, teachers, and then your friends, etc. to prove you are not arrogant.  
 Humble Thinker: Only God knows everything. It is grace that you are able to think right 

about anything at all. PHILIPPIANS 4:8-9 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever 
you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the 
God of peace will be with you. 

 
 
THINKING CRITICAL???    The first youth/teen that raises their hand and shares something about 

the person who brought them gets a prize. 
 
 
 

GET A COPY OF THIS HANDOUT, ADDITIONAL DOWNLOADS, AND LINKS AT 

http://holdtotruth.com/2011/03/04/criticalthinkinglecture/ 
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